to: law school applicants

fr: UGA Political Science Law and Courts Faculty
re: obtaining letters of recommendation

Many undergraduates at UGA consider law school and solicit letters of recommendation from

faculty in the Department of Political Science, especially those who teach law-related courses.

For these and all students who are applying to law school, we offer the following suggestions for

obtaining letters of recommendation.

Whom Should I Ask?
Recommendations should be sought from faculty whose courses you have taken. Do not

request a letter of recommendation from a faculty member who does not know you or your work

very well. Do not ask for a letter of recommendation from a faculty member in whose course

your grade was below a B. In some instances, it may be advisable only to solicit letters of

recommendation from faculty in whose courses you have clearly excelled (i.e., A). Law school

admissions are very competitive and you should not apply if you have a mediocre academic

record.

When and How Should I Solicit Letters of Recommendation?

Letters of recommendation from faculty should be solicited and all of the necessary information

submitted no later than a month before the earliest application deadline. When you ask for a

letter of recommendation, bring a copy of your resume and the work (e.g., exams and papers you

have done for the faculty member in question. You may also offer to bring a copy of your

transcript to share information on your LSAT score. These last two items, however, are not

absolutely necessary, and some faculty members may not even want them. If you are using the

services provided by LSDAS, bring a copy of that form and make sure that you complete your

section beforehand. If you are asking that letters be sent to individual law schools, bring a list of

those schools with complete mailing addresses or envelopes with the complete addresses typed or

printed. Some law schools require that all references complete a specific form. Be sure to

provide all of those and, again, make sure that you complete your section. It is not sufficient

simply to ask for a letter of recommendation a month before the earliest deadline. You must

collect all of the information specified above and give it to the faculty member at least a month

before the earliest deadline. Remember, failure to plan on your part does not create an

emergency on ours.

Should I Waive Access to Letters of Recommendation?
You are free to retain access to your letters of recommendation or to waive that access and assure

absolute confidentiality. It is our opinion that confidential letters carry more weight in the

admissions process than those where students retain access. If you are not sure that a faculty

member will endorse your application, you should not ask that person for a letter of

recommendation.

UGA's Pre-Law Office

UGA provides pre-law advising to those students who are applying to law school. The

University's pre-law advisor works in 111 Memorial Hall. Your first step is to attend a Pre-law orientation session. After completion of the orientation, you may schedule an appointment with the pre-law advisor via SARA.  Before you seek an appointment or information, please review the very helpful web site that has been set up for pre-law students (http://prelaw.uga.edu/index.html).Also, consider joining the undergraduate pre-law society. It sponsors a variety of programs for prospective law school students. Political science faculty are not pre-law advisors. Please keep this in mind when you are preparing your law school applications.
Prelaw Advising Office 
111 Memorial Hall, 
Athens, Georgia 30602-3100 
Phone: 706-542-5836 
Fax: 706-542-3412

Closing Comments

Think seriously about applying to law school and do not assume that any law school is worthy of

your investment of time, energy and money. Law schools that are not accredited or that charge

exorbitant tuition are not necessarily in your best interests. Consider law school if you are

seriously interested in a legal career and/or if you are committed to a career in which a legal

education is a decided advantage.
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